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%//, From the Desk of the Teacher-in-Charge

The wait is over. Once again the time has arrived when
we would pick up the annual magazine of; Jangipur College:
“Prabaha” and leaf through its pages engrossingly. In the
unfortunate absence of the Students’ Union in the session
2015-2016, publication of “Prabaha” was yet again
entrusted upon the teachers of the college and I am more
than elated at their peerless enthusiasm and cooperation
without which this year’s magazine would not have seen the
light of the day. They not only penned articles for this year’
magazine but also guided the students in their creative exodus.
When the students these days are increasingly bogged down
under the heavy weight of their academic syllabi, “Prababa”
uncovers for them a cool shade, an oasis, where they can

rejuvenate themselves by showcasing their creativizy, obtain
appreciation and acknowledgement and re-enter the battles
of the academic world with a renewed zest. I would also like

-

to extend my gratitude to the Governing Body of the college
Jor supporting us wholeheartedly. May “Prabaha’ justify its
titular implication of the continuum and keep delighting us

W

N

now and always. Kudos to the contributors, editors and the
publication team of “Prabaha” for all the good work they
have successfully accomplished,

Thank you.

NN
\

Dr. Naba Kumar Ghosh

\
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“It is thus clear that these are by nature free men and slaves, and that
servitude is just and agreeable for the later... Equally the relation of the
mate to the female is by nature such that one is superior and the other
inferior, one dominates and the other is dominated.”™
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"Free man and slave, Particean and Plebeian, Lord and serf, guild-master
and journey man, in a world oppressor and oppressed stood in contant

opposition to each other, carried on an interrupted, how hidden, now open
fight, a hight that each time ended, either in a revolutionany reconstitution

of society at large, or in the common ruin of the contending classes."®
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The term 'People' and subaltern classes have been used as synonymous
throughout this note. The social groups and elemeents included in his
category represent the demographic difference between the total Indian

population and all those whom we have described as the Elite’.®
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"The Physically harder part of domestic labour, one could reasonably assume,
would have been performed by hired servants (or, retainess) in many
bhadralok families Subaltern group whose histories we have not even began

to imagine."®
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"The term subaltern is used to enote the entire people that is subordinate in
term of class, caste, age, gender and office, or in any other way."
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STRATEGIC AGRICULTURE REFORMS IN INDIA :
A SCENERIO OF FAILURE

- Pritimoy Majumder
~ Associate Professor
Jangipur College, Jangipur, Murshidabad
E-mail : pmm_mjdr@rediffmail.com

Agriculture sector, the backbone of Indian economy, provides maximum em-
ployment of the total labour force in India till today. In the 1950s, some 60% of
India’s workforce used to earn its income from agriculture. Agriculture then con-
tributed 56% to the country’s GDP. The percentage of people earning from farming
has come down somewhat to 49% till financial year 2011-12, the latest year for
which official data is available, but the share of agriculture to GDP has fallen steeply
to 16%. Simply here it is clear that something is not right with the farm sector. A large
portion of working population is engaged in agriculture. In 1951, agriculture sector alone
provided employment for 98 million people and such number was increased to 235 mil-
lion in 2001 and was regarded the single largest private sector occupation. Agriculture
growth has direct impact on Indian economy particularly on poverty eradication. Apart
from it, there are some allied sectors of it like fishing, horticulture, dairy and animal
husbandry. On the other side, the liberalization of Indian economy was adopted by the
country in 1991 and the government started a new era of economic reforms. Today,
Indian agriculture is marked by underemployment, disguised labour, falling output and
inefficient marketing system, and there seems no sign of improvement. In fact, things
are more confused since agriculture is a State subject in our country, and so policies,
initiatives, and expenditure are not the same across the country. Agriculture is so impor-
tant sector in Indian economy that any structural change is likely to have a correspond-
ing impact on the existing pattern of social financial inequality.

All over the world while globalization creates huge potential for economic develop-
ment, it also creates new vulnerabilities and insecurities. Though reforms started by
India 25 years ago but such reforms have bypassed this particular sector almost. Unfor-
tunately, agriculture attracted few technology players. Practically, Indian agriculture needs
more comprehensive and specific reforms which are suitable to the country than those
offered by the currently fashionable liberalization-cum-globalization brand. Indian farm-
ers though are accounted in very large number of people is very far too small entities to
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stand equitably in competition with the economic giants MNCs or farmers of rich
countries. Some Acts like the EC Act and the APMC Act have been brought by the central
government in to free farmers from the clutches of dishonest traders; have also become
instruments of exploitation in the hands of corrupt officials. Indian agriculture is nega-
tively subsidized. Total investments including private investments, in agriculture is very
small i.e., 1.3% of GDP. Less than 15% of total bank credit is being released to farmers
but very little portion of it is reaching to small farmers. The share of small farm loans (
Rs. 25,000 or less ) in agriculture credit has come down from 50% in 1990 to 11% in 2007.
In the same period of reforms, the share of loan worth Rs. 1 crore or above has skyrock-
eted by more than 400%.

During the period of reforms poor farmers have faced so many problems. Their finan-
cial conditions have deteriorated during the last 25 years. Practically, their situations are
becoming grim day to day. Over 85% of rural households are landless, sub-marginal,
marginal or small farmers. The problem of issue of land has never been resolved. The
picture is more frightening if we take account on irrigated land. The largest displace-
ment is happening in our history in the way like to take agriculture out of the hands of
farmers and place it firmly in the hands of large corporations. It is happening not in this
way in other sectors like mining etc. but for agriculture only. The policies that have been
taken for agriculture in India in most cases have made the farming impossible for small
farmers specially. Establishment of SEZs is one example of it. The situation of agricul-
ture in India has not been improved in noticeable way so far. Hunger and incidents of
suicides among the farmers have grown fast. Farm incomes have become collapsed.
Public investments in agriculture have also become all time low. Millions have moved
towards cities and towns to get jobs to be found. Million of farmers have bankrupted.
Overall, official statistics show that since 2001, one Indian farmer has committed sui-
cide every half hour. According to the latest census, which was taken for 2011, nation-
wide, farmers committed suicide at a rate of 16.3 per 100,000 farmers. This was slightly
higher than the 15.7 per 100,000 farmers who had committed suicide per 100,000 in
2001. Poverty and debt are likely a large part of the problem. In the last decade, more
than 250,000indian farmers have killed themselves because of Monsanto’s costly seeds
and pesticides.

Much has happened to make it a lot worse. At once, the NDA government (PM Atal
Behari Bazpai regime) was, however, much worried about the huge stocks of foodgrains
in government godowns. Even in June 2005, the government claimed that India was “self
sufficient in wheat”. But now the situation has forced the government of India to resort
to import of wheat. India’s wheat imports could surge to a decade high in 2016/17. Indian
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millers have signed deals to import at least 500,000 tonnes of Australian and French
wheat this year for shipment between July and September as drought reduces domestic
supplies. This trend of imports, most probably, will continue in the years to come. The
agriculture ministry officials are unable to explain the reasons behind of the sudden
disappearance of foodgrain stocks. During the period of reforms overall crop produc-
tions have declined. Overall food-grain production in the country, declining the total
estimated output during 2014-15 crop year by nearly 5.5%. And the lean agricultural
production with growing agriculture farmers’ suicides all over the country has created a
real sense of panic in India. Total food grains production in India has increased by 4.5
times since first five year plan among wheat and rice, production of wheat has increased
to 13 folds. This is because of green revolution which was mainly confined to wheat.

Crisis of Indian Agriculture

Debt Trap during the period of the Agriculture Reforms : Indian agriculture faces
now so many problems. Debt trap is one of them. Reforms have been adopted by India
for the development of the country but at the same time suicide cases amongthe farm-
ers have been increased year to year. The number one cause of farmer suicide is debt.
The crop loans are not available to small and marginal farmers. The eligible farmers
were not benefited even under the massive loan waiver scheme announced by the gov-
ernment last year. The causes of debt trap of agriculture farmers are the soaring input
costs, the plummeting price of produce and very little scope of credit facilities and these
make farmers turn to private moneylenders for easily available loan from them. Obvi-
ously, the moneylenders take chances of it and charge exorbitant rate of interest. They
fail to recoup their loans in time because of their poverty and they borrow again to repay
the previous loan and then they get caught in a debt trap. Every year hundreds of debt-
ridden farmers in India commit suicide. Under the Debt Waiver and Debt Relief Scheme,
2008, the Centre had waived off around Rs 60,000 crore to farmers. Even after the waive
of 60,000 crores of rupees by the government, more than 90 farmers have committed
suicide in Vidarbha ( Maharashtra state ) which is now known as the suicide capital of
India. The Maharashtra government also found that almost six out of ten of those farm-
ers who killed themselves had owed debts to private moneylenders and others struggle
on through the drought. According to a report by Tata Institute of Social Sciences in
Mumbai, 1,50,000 have been committed suicide in India in the last decade. Actually, itis
getting difficult to live for them. Irrigation facilities till are very poor in India and the
small farmers have to walk few kilometers to get a bucket of water for their families as
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the water sources are drying up everyday. They also can’t afford to feed their cattle.
Reforms didn’t able to provide a little easy arrangement of water for them.

A good monsoon is very much vital in each year to get good harvest. But for several
years the rains have been weak and it has resulted in acute water shortages. So the
overall situation is at all not favourable for cultivation. A reform in agriculture has not
done any betterment to the farmers of India rather their conditions have become worse
day to day. At once, moe than 12,000 farmers from Chattrapur, a group of villagers in
Palmu district, 170 kms from Ranchi signed up for the suicide pact and they wrote an
application to India’s previous President, Mrs. Pratibha Patil, seeking her permission to
commit suicide. It is clearly proved of their horrible tragic financial condition only. The
Consortium of Indian Farmers Associations (CIFA)} told Finance Minister in pre-budget
recently that they want financial reforms to ensure credit flow, a good risk mitigation
system, an efficient extension mechanism services and fair prices. They urged the gov-
ernment to rise the public spending and allow the private investment in agriculture.

Availability of Seeds : Before reforms the seed market in India was well regulated.
Farmers had access to seeds from state government institutions across the country and
the institutions were responsible for their quality and price and had a statutory duty to
supply the seeds all over the state, no matter how remote. But after adopting of reforms
in agriculture, India’s seed market was opened up to global agribusiness. Many seed
processing units throughout the country were closed down following the deregulation
guidelines of the IMF and the World Bank. For example, 14 out of 24 units of the APSSDC’s
seed processing units were closed down in the year 2003. Seed prices were also shot up
in alarming way. In 1991 i.e., at the time of starting of liberalisation in India, seed cost
per acre was Rs. 70 but it was jumped to Rs. 1,000 in the year 2005. After 1997, the seed
sector has been dominated by multi-national companies. At the same time fake seeds
made an appearance in a big way. Farmers’ investment in this type of seeds is totally a
financial waste and has made a disaster to their economic life. After investing heavily
the farmers are pushed automatically into debt. The abundant quality of spurious seeds
has made its appearance into the market during this period as a consequence of agricul-
ture reforms. Indian rural farmers are generally poor and illiterate, in most cases. So,
they are being cheated easily by the big companies because the availability of the seeds
is another problem to the farmers to which leads to crop failure. After investment heavily
in this spurious and fake seeds tempting mainly lower price farmers push themselves
again into debt for the low output of it. Earlier farmers could save a part of harvest for
the use of their next cultivation but some genetically modified seeds, known as Termina-
tor, prevent harvested seeds from germinating. The Indian farmers are, thereafter, bound
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to purchase of seeds every season from the outside source.

Pesticide and Fertilizer: Since adoption of reformation policy, Indian farmers had
suffered another adverse effect for the devaluation of Indian rupee by the Reserve Bank
of India in several times. Indian crops became cheap in global market and led to an
export drive. The farmers were encouraged to produce more export oriented ‘cash crops’
like chilly, cotton, tobacco instead of growing a mixture of traditional fertilizer, pesticide
and water for production. Subsidy for these sectors is also reduced very much. Fertilizer
prices have increased above 300% and the prices of pesticide have also increased 1000%
to 3333%.

Reforms encourage Food Crisis : Another there has been a large number of workers
engaged in agriculture in India, still there is a food crisis. In 2012, the Indian government
stated 21.9% of its population is below its official poverty limit and several hundred
die due to malnutrition. Though Indian economy has progressed much after adopting the
reforms but the food crisis has worsened the livelihood of small and marginalized farm-
ers. There may be two main reasons behind of present food crisis in India—one is popu-
lation growth and other is insufficient rain but it is absolutely true that the application of
scientific methods include better quality of fertilizer, genetically modified seeds, better
methods of irrigation have been applied poorly except three states or we can say, the
public and private investments have not been made in this sector sufficiently at all dur-
ing the reform period. Production of food has considerably reduced the prices of food
has been rising particularly retail prices of some essential food commodities have seen
asharp increase. The government is also now admitting the shortage of food production.
Since 1991, the food production has been affected by shifting from food crops for do-
mestic population to cash crops for exports following the policies of the World Bank and
the IMF to adopt the agriculture reforms properly. Poor farmers who are belonging in
large numbers are the most sufferers in this policy. India is now shinning at the cost of
suffering. Once a wheat exporting country India is now forced to become the largest
importer. The import of wheat at expensive rate has also led to the sharp increase in
local wheat and wheat floor prices making it unaffordable for the poor. It has been hap-
pened in other cases of essential food commodities also like edible oil etc. Declining food
procurement and shrinking off buffer stocks is meant to speculative trading of foodgrains
and the traders who are engaged in future trading are the beneficiaries most in India. Food
crisis is approaching it is not true, food crisis now prevails in India. The condition of food
prices for the shortage of food has raised a question mark about the survival of millions of
small, marginal and sub-marginal farmers an to deal with food crisis.

Strategic agriculture reforms in India, to tell the truth, are totally a failure topic. All
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over the India, good result in agriculture for a particular year till depend upon the
mercy of nature. The country faces its weakest monsoon in last seven years The 2002-
2011 period equals 2001-2010 as the warmest decade on record. The year 2009,
2010,2011,2012,2014,2015 and 2016 are being called drought years. Latur in the region
(Maharastra) had been getting water by a special water train. In UPA regime, the Fi-
nance Minister of India told a state farm ministers meeting in the capital, “We shall go
for imports” of “whichever commodity will be in short su pply” means the government
will battle drought now with food imports that means the agriculture reforms didn’t bring
the satisfactory changes in food production. Therefore, the concept of poor farmers’
economic condition has also not been changed in the last 25 years. Rather, the World
Bank’s structural reforms have virtually destroyed India’s rural economy. WTQ’s insis-
tence on removing restrictions on imports has resulted in unemployment for millions of
cultivating families. The Consortium of Indian Farmers Associations ( CIFA ) urged the
Finance Minister in pre-budget discussions to raise public spending and allow private
investment in agriculture and take steps to curb the rampant cheating in markets. India’s
agricultural growth rate is pathetic for the last 25 years Agriculture Growth Rate in India
GDP had been growing earlier but in the last few years it is constantly declining. The
land used for agricultural production in India as of 2012-13 is 950 lakh hectares whereas
the area covered by irrigation as of 2013 is 581 lakh hectares. Reforms are going on for
the development of the country since 1991 but the farmers are being treated, as it were,
just like ‘second class citizens’ in India. Agricultural sector is the mainstay of the rural
Indian economy around which socio-economic privileges and deprivations revolve. So,
no strategy of economic reform can succeed without sustained and broad based agricul-
tural development.
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INTRODUCING WESTERN CLASSICAL MUSIC

Basudeb Chakrabarti

HOD, Assistant Prof. in English
Jangipur College

This article is intended for my students who feel that “western music” is all about
awesome visions of gyrating guitarists, frenzied drummers, yelling vocalists and a swinging
audience, at once bizarre and uncontrolled. Why this is so deserves a separate full-
length article. What | am attempting here is to provide a bird’s-eye-view of the field of
western classical music and my endeavour is to introduce my students to the serious
tradition of western art music which easily dissolves cultural borders and offers “a calm
of mind, all passion spent” (Milton 56). Also allow me to state at the outset that this
writing might oversimplify concepts and terms for my target readers are those who are
hardly familiar with the names of Mozart or Beethoven, let alone ever listening to a
concerto or a symphony.

While teaching English literature for the past 16 years in Jangipur College, my stu-
dents of the Department of English have been sporadically exposed to the various com-
ponents of western arts in terms of painting/film/music. They have known how Botticelli’s
“Birth of Venus” and “Primavera” can illuminate a reading of Twelfth Night or how
Eisenstein’s montage theory (Films: Battleship Potemkin) can be drawn into the struc-
tural analysis of Macbeth or how Wagner’s Nibiung’s Ring is supposed to have inspired
Bernard Shaw’s socialist theatre etc. But these are, ultimately, certain academic exer-
cises which assist interpretation of literary texts and make the classroom teaching dy-
namic. Beyond that the students hardly feel encouraged, forinstance, to pursue Wagner’s
music irrespective of Shaw’s theatre. Though today’s students listen to a lot of music a la
their smart phones, they are seldom made aware that the catchy tune they might be
hummingis a Chopin-derivative! There is also the problem of comprehension to be coun-
teracted here. Let me give an example to make myself clearer: couple of years back, a
few students were euphorically discussing Kabir Sumon’s hit number — Joto dure, dure,
dure jabe bondhu and when | told them that the song they were discussing was inspired
by Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake Ballet Suit, Opus Number 20, they looked flabbergasted.
They had never heard of Tchaikovsky and did not know what a ballet suit or an opus
number meant. This article would thus attempt to introduce the very basics of western
classical music, the knowledge of which would help the uninitiated listener learn to

T T ATF AfEH-s08¢ - S0y wa




appreciate the works of Johann Sebastian Bach, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Ludwig Van
Beethoven and the like with a decided degree of fondness.

To begin with let us first take a very brief look at the historical contexts in which
western art music germin%ﬁed, nurtured, and flourished. For present purposes, it is suffi-
cient to start from the 10 century AD which, in its later half, saw the development of
what we call today counterpoint. Up to the 1('.)t century the music of the Church was
purely of a melodic nature, known as plainsong. All singers used to sing the same melody
either in unison or at the octave. Singing by two groups of singers of two different notes
at the same time developed in the second half of the 10~ century. This was the begin-
ning of harmony, in which two or more notes are sounded at the same time, and of
counterpoint, in which two or more melodies are sung or played at the same time. As
opposed to the single line of melody sung in the plainsong of the pre-10~  century, the
music of the post-10~ century may be called polyphonic, since multiple melodies were
simultaneously sung now. Together with Church music, mention must also be made of
the secular music of this period, since it had great influence on the music to follow. The
most prominent secular music or Estampies of this age were related to courtly dances.
These were sectional in construction with strongly marked metrical rhythm. Another sig-
nificant movement was the musiti:: ﬁf the French troubat(;.ours and the German minnesing-
ers, who flourished from the 11~ century to the 14 century. They were poet musi-
cians and their compositions were rich in lyric variety, though almost always melodic,
without any harmony.

The 16th century is marked by the gradual culmination of polyphonic sacred music
and the further development of certain specific compositions called Mass, Motet, Mad-
rigal, Ballet, Ayre and the like. The Mass was a composition embodying the principal
service of the Roman Catholic Church. The Motet was a vocal polyphonic form of sacred
character where some voices imitated other voices. The Madrigal was a secular vocal
form of a chiefly pastoral or amorous character, and without any set rules of construc-
tion. The Ballet was another popular vocal form, usually accompanied by dancing. The
Ayre was a popular song in England, usually strophic in nature and accompanied by
voice or instrument (mostly the lute).

The Reformation had a profound impact on music. The Reformation movement at-
tempted, among other things, to use vernacular words instead of Latin in services, and
to encourage the congregation to join in the singing. This led to many new compositions,
including the important step of introducing the Chorale or German hymn into singing.
Another important spin-off from the Reformation movement was that the music became
simpler, and composers now had to think of simple chordal accompaniments to melodies
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rather than creating a compliex system of simultaneous melodies. The effect was far
reaching, as from now on composers began to think harmonically, in terms of chords and
chord-progressions. This thinking is absolutely central to all western art music, and no
appreciation of this music will be possible unless the listener, too, is able to think har-
monically. This century also saw major advancements in instrumental music and the
beginnings of the separation of instrumental music from vocal music. Shortly before the
close of the 16 century, a group of thinkers, known collectively as the Camerata, at-
tacked the existing polyphonic style of vocal music on the ground that such style ob-
scured the meaning of the words. This had a great influence on the music of the 174t

century. A new style of vocal music called monody or the accompanied song was born.

The 17tn century saw the development of the opera where drama was set to music
accompanied by song and orchestra. The opera was preceded by an overture, an intro-
ductory orchestral composition. England was rather slow to adopt the opera, for it had
its own rough equivalent to it known as the Masque, which combined music, poetry,
dance, pageantry and scenic and H’lechanical effect on a fairly grand scale. Another
important development of the 17t century was the oratorio, which is a sacred choral
work, usually on Biblical theme. Aria, a lengthy vocal solo, was also developed in this
period. The Madrigal of the previous century gradually died out as a result of avoidance
of the polyphonic style in favour of monody. In its place came the cantata, a vocal form
consisting of several movements. One notable development resulting from cantata, was
the independent use of instruments at places, distinct from their use as substitute for
voices or accompaniments. This independent use had far-reaching effects. It was called
concertato, and was the origin of one of the most significant instrumental styles called
concerto, in which a dialogue was maintained between one or a few instruments on the
one side and orchestra on the other. The sonata was formed as the instrumental equiva-
lent of the cantata. Another important instrumental form was the suite, or a set of dances,
mostly a pattern of ballroom dance. The term used to denote the music of the 17’t
century and early part of the next century is Baroque. It means, literally, “fantastic”,
referring to the flamboyant architecture and painting of the period. The same spirit ap-
plies to the music of Antonio Vivaldi, Johann Sebastian Bach and George Frederick Handel.

With the death of Bach and Handel a phase in the history of western classical music
came to an end. After that period, from the second half of the 18" century, a new style
arose. This was the style of the classicist. What has come to be known as style gallant,
aiming at grace and elegance became prevalent. At the same time the symphony, which
was in essence a sonata for the whole orchestra taken together as one instrument, be-
came very popular. Two greatest personages of this era are Joseph Hayden and Wolfgang
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Amadeus Mozart. Hayden wrote many sonatas and symphonies, taking them to a point
from where the great Beethoven, coming in the next period of the classical age, could
take off. Mozart, in his own glorious way, went a step further than Hayden in developing
the sonata form, but connoisseurs feel that it would not be until the advent of Beethoven
that this form could be exploited to the fullest.

The last quarter of the 18th century and the first quarter of the 19'[h century were
completely dominated by a towering musical personality, who was fiercely independent,
completely individtt.lﬁlistic and revolutionarily original. He was Ludwig Van Beethoven,
born on March 26", 1827. From the age of thirty he began to go deaf and became
completely so within a few years. Nonetheless, his greatest works were composed in his
deafness. He had phenomenal concentration, and could even make out the subtlest nu-
ances of a musical work being played by observing the performer intently. The age of
Beethoven was the age of the French Revolution (1787) and the era of Napoleon
Bonaparte. These were the times when patronage was ending. The musician now ceased
to be a paid servant and became freelance. Beethoven was a freelance all his life and
cared not what the audience wanted or what the rule book said about compositional
techniques. He broke almost every rule in the book with ease and lifted musicto a height
never before imagined. At once furious, passionate, powerful and poignant, his music
held the attention of his audience from the first note to the last. He could pack into one
page of music what other composers took a dozen pages to express and not a note
would be superfluous or omitted. In his hands sonatas, symphonies, masses, choral works
all reached a degree of expansion that may be said to be the last word on the form. And
the path was now paved for the Romantics of the post-Beethoven era to emerge.

With the downfall of the system of official or Church patronage of musicians in the
19t century, composers no longer wrote music for or because of the dictate of the
patron. He wrote for art’s sake alone. In his own estimation, he now became an artist,
expressing his own ideas and emotions. This was the so-called Romantic period in mu-
sic. The Romantic composers, with a view to achieving greater and greater self-expres-
sion, sought to draw new and varied sounds from their orchestras and music became
more chromatic or colourful than ever before. Lyricism ruled the roost in the works of
Franz Schubert, Robert Schumann, Franz Liszt, Frederic Chopin ﬁ?d Piotr llyitch Tchaikovsky.
Before we pass on to the exciting new expeerents ofthe 20" century, two very impor-
tant movements of the latter half of the 19t century cannot be ignored. The first is the
rise of Nationalism in music, as in poetry and other arts. The Nationalistic movement in
music was the result of composers consciously using the natural idioms — often folk
idioms — of their respective countries. Apart from France, which always had its own
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individualistic style, the music of Europe was dominated by the German style. The Na-
tionalistic movement sought to break this German domination. The works of Antonin
Dvorak and Serge Rachmaninov are examples of this trend in music. The second impor-
tant movement of this period is musical Impressionism. Impressionism was a concept
borrowed from painting. The paintings of Monet and Cezanne gave up attempts at achieving
photographic reality and concentrated on light and colour as means of expression. In
poetry, Verlaine and Mallarme gave up prosody and even syntax and used words more as
sounds and symbols rather than links in chain of thoughts. Likewise, Impressionist com-
posers concerned themselves with sounds as sounds and not as component units of
chord or other harmonic or melodic structure. The purpose of a particular sound was to
capture a mood or convey an impression rather than achieve realism. The music of Claude
Debussy is most noteworthy in this regard.

In the ZOth century, the concept of tonality as used in the music of the earlier ages
hardly exists. Many new directions have been explored by the 20 century composers.
Two broad camps among composers that we notice in this period are the serialists on the
one hand and the non-serialists on the other. Austrian composer Arnold Schoenberg is
regarded as the most prominent serialist musician who uses all the 12 notes of the
chromatic scale while at the same time preventing the emphasis of any one note in his
compositions. Music of Igor Stravinsky also exemplifies this tendency. The non-serialist
musicians use many effects of sounds and silences, including electronic sounds, to ex-
press their musical feelings. The most prominent musician of this school is John Cage.

Let us now concentrate on some of the technical terms used in western classical
music and for convenience | am elucidating these in a chart form:

Term/Concept Meaning

Adagio Leisurely, slow pace

Andante At a walking pace

Allegro Quick‘pace

Presto Very fast

Prestissmo As fast as possible

Chamber-music Music composed for a small group of instruments

Concerto Instrumental music where one instrument is set off agains’ﬁ
the whole orchestra
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Overture Instrumental piece intended to introduce a large work like

an opera

Prelude Independent instrumental work which introduces the main
composition

Requiem The Roman Catholic Mass for the dead

Serenade Evening music of a passionate nature

Sonata Chamber-music instrumental work involving one/two/a few
instruments

String Quartet A very important musical medium, to be played by two vio-

lins, viola and cello

Suite Set of instrumental pieces that may or may not have con-
nection with each other. However, suite has come to mean a
set of dances

Symphony From the 18th century onwards the symphony meant a so-
nata for the orchestra as a whole

Opus Number (Op.) | Itisthe work number assigned to a composition to indicate
the chronological order of the composer’s production.

Finally, here is a list of western classical pieces which the first-timers might love to
listen. These are randomly selected pieces which constituted my listening habit when |
was a college student myself:

| hope this introduction would be helpful for my students who | wish would at least

Composer |Birth-Death| Country Movement Music

Vivaldi 1676-1741 | Italian Baroque Spring Concerto, Op. 8
by ltzhak Perlman: Israel
Philharmonic Orchestra

Bach 1685-1750 | German Baroque 1. Cantata: “Jesu Joy of
Man’s Desiring” by
Dinu Lipatti.

2. Sonata No. 1, Violin
played by Itzhak
Perlman _

3. Partita No. 1, Violin
played by Itzhak
Perlman
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Composer

Birth-Death

Country

Movement

Music

Handel

1685-1759

German

Baroque

Water Music Suite (| have
it in a very old cassette
without orchestra details.
However, the music is
there in You Tube)

Mozart

1756-1791

German

Classical

1. Violin Concerto No 5
by Yehudi Menuhin:
Bath Festival Orches-
tra

2. Symphony No. 25 by
Neville Marriner:
Academy od St. Mar-
tin-in-the-Fields

3. Piano Concerto No
23 by Daniel
Barenboim: English
Chamber Orchestra

4. Piano Conerto No. 22
by Riccardo Muti:
Philharmonia Or-
chestra

5. Piano Concerto No.
20 by Hans Rosbaud:
Philharmonia Or-
chestra

6. Symphony No. 40 by
Simon Rattle: Berliner
Philharmoniker Or-
chestra

Beethoven

1770-1827

German

Classical /
Romantic

1. Concerto for Violin
and Orchestra, Op.
61 by Carlo Maria
Giulini: Philharmonia
Orchestra.
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Composer

Birth-Death

Country

Movement

Music

2. Piano Concerto No.
4 by George Szell:
The Cleveland Or-
chestra

3. Moonlight Sonata,
Op. 27 by Wilhelm
Backhaus

4. Appassionata, Op.
57; Pianio played by
Daniel Barenboim

5. Pathetique, Op. 13;
Pianio played by
Daniel Barenboim

6. Symphony No. 6,
Op. 68 by Daniel
Barenboim: Berliner
Staatskapelle

7. Symphony No. 9,
Op. 125 by Riccardo
Muti: Chicago Sym-
phony Orchestra

Schubert

1797-1828

German

Romantic

Moments Musicaux,
No. 1-6; Piano played by
Emil Gilels

Schumann

1810-1856

German

Romantic

Symphony No. 3, Op 97
by Wolfgang Sawallisch:
Staatskapelle Dresden

Liszt

1811-1886

Hungary

Romantic

1. Piano Concerto No.
1 by Simon Rattle: City
of Birmingham Sym-
phony Orchestra

2. Hungarian Rhap-
sody No. 2 by Karajan:
Philharmonia Orchestra

Gi%F FETe AF wAfG-205 € - 203Y

88




Composer |[Birth-Death| Country Movement Music

Chopin 1810-1849| Poland Romantic | I. Piano Sonata No. 2,
Op. 35; Piano played
by Andrei Gavrilov

2. Polonaise No. 6, Op.
53; Piano played by
Maurizio Pollini

Tchaikovsky | 1840-1893 | Russian Romantic 1. Violin Concerto, Op.
35 by Zubin Mehta:
Israel Philharmonic
Orchestra

2. Swan Lake, Op. 20
by Riccardo Muti:
Philadelphia Or-
chestra

3. Sleeping Beauty, Op.
66 by Riccardo Muti:
Philadelphia Or-
chestra

Mendelssohn | 1809-1847 | German Romantic Symphony No. 4, Op. 90
by Riccardo Muti: New
Philharmonic Orchestra

Rachmaninov| 1873-1943 | Russian Nationalist 1. Piano Concerto No.
2 by Riccardo Muti:
The Philadelphia Or-
chestra

2. Rhapsody on a
Theme of Paganini,
Op. 43 by Riccardo
Muti: The Philadel-

_ phia Orchestra

develop some interest for western classical music after reading this article and if
that happens | would consider my efforts rewarded sufficiently.
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LAND QUESTION FOR WOMEN AND DALITS : DALIT WOMEN AND
VIOLATION OF LAND RIGHTS AS A HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE
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ABSTRACT

Land is one of the important productive assets which are the source of life and
livelihood and it is very much linked to identity, life and security of communities in
India. Land is considered to be the symbol of status, power and prestige in the caste
hierarchy and it is one of the major reasons for caste atrocities in India. About 80
percent of Dalit families are landless; they do not have land for housing, cultivation
and cremation grounds. Landlessness leads to homelessness, distress migration, dis-
placement, poverty, child labour, immoral trafficking, suicides and hunger deaths in
many parts of the country.

Dalit women face the triple discrimination of caste, class and gender. Though
they are one of the largest socially segregated groups anywhere in the world: they
make up more than 2 percent of the world’s total population. They are discriminated
against three times over given that they are poor, they are women and they are
Dalits.Nancy Kachingwe from the International Secretariat of Action Aid said in 2008
that women, owning a mere 1to 5 percent land throughout the world, constitutes 52
percent of population. She deplored that even women rights movements are not taking
up women land rights issue. “Women land rights are important for national develop-
ment, food security and peace”, she added.

A careful look at the economic situation of Dalit women reveals that their
workforce structure is such that they rarely own any land. In 1991, about 71 percent of
Dalit women workers in rural area were agricultural labourers and only 19 percent of
them owned land. It is critical to recognize that the im provement of maternal and child
mortality levels is linked with improved access and benefit from land. Women who.are
dependent on men for land and housing are vulnerable to human rights abuses, such
as violence and economic deprivation. As Carmel Turla Bueno of the Federation of
Peasant Women (AMIHAN) said eloquently, “Our struggle for land is a struggle for our

TiFod FreE QS AfFD-5036 - 03w 89




lives.” Sexual violence and other forms of abuse against them are used by land-
lords and the police to teach “political lessons” to Dalit women and crush dissent. The
aim of this seminar paper is to trace the extent of landlessness among Dalit women
and reasons for such loss. It traces the whole trajectory of violation of land rights of
Dalits which is actually a gross violation of human rights. It tries to answer where do
the Dalit human rights fit in the jigsaw puzzle that is India. It also tries to analyze how
land has become the icon of self-determination, symbol of freedom and fight against
the upper caste to Dalit women who are the recipients of all flaws and defects of the
social fabric.

Keywords : land, dalit women,human rights, caste, gender.

In the land of Buddha and Mahavira where virtues of social harmony and breaking
of caste barriers was once preached, caste venom and fanaticism is a fatal canker that
plagues the nation. Contemporary India leaves no scope for what E.H. Carr called a
hyphen between the past and the present in his attempt to answer the query: What is
History™. The situation bristles with irony. On the one hand there is diversity in our
country that has produced a colourful mosaic which has attained a pride of place in
India. However, there is a diversity of different dimension—one characterized by in-
equalities and denial of opportunities that has stood in the way of a healthy universal
respect for human rights. Even after more than sixty five years of independence, caste
remains a problem whose roots are endemically social. In the absence of a socially
enlightened polity there is unequal sharing of economic gains. Referring to the caste
system, Jawaharlal Nehru, erstwhile Prime Minister of India wrote in his book entitled
Discovery of India: “There can be no equality of status and opportunity within its frame-
work, nor can there be political democracy, much less economic democracy.”” Dr
Ambedkar was of the firm view that “annihilation of caste” was the only solution to
India’s disunity and poverty. He stated: “The caste system is not merely a division of
labour. It is a division of labourers .”

Though aspersions have been cast on the caste system, oppressive caste dis-
crimination had remained a time old feature of the Indian society. Even in colonial
India the same practice along with Brahmanical hegemonism prevailed as a dominant
system. However, in present India has the picture changed for the better? The answer
lies frozen in a structure of negation. Although casteism is banned in India that dis-
crimination is widely practiced is a known fact. Statistics draws the logical conclusion
that there is a broad corelaton between one’s economic state and one’s position'within
the caste hierarchy. Giving land to the tiller was a promise made during the Indepen-
dence which is yet to become a reality in many parts of the country. Atudy conducted
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in 1989 estimated that a third of all cultivated land is held under concealed and
informal tenancy. A report brought out by the Department of Rural Development in
1988 stated: “The rural rich maintain their position through use of muscle power and
manipulation of administrative and judicial processes.” " According to Partha Chatterjee,
a noted scholar based in Kolkata, the caste attaches to the body and the essence of it
requires the body to be a site of appropriation, as an instrument of labour that remains
at the disposal and use of one who possesses them™. Herein comes the question of
dominance, deprivation and the most critical issue since independence-the dalit issue.

The word ‘Dalit * comes from the Marathi language and means ‘ground’, ‘sup-
pressed”, ‘crushed’ or ‘broken to pieces’. It was first used by Jyotirao Phule in the 19
century in the context of the caste oppression faced by the erstwhile untouchable
castes from the twice born Hindu castes. Mahatma Gandbhi, the father of the nation,
used the word Harijan which roughly means the ‘children of God’ to identify the Un-
touchables. The terms ‘Scheduled castes and Scheduled tribes’ (SC/ST) are the official
terms used in government documents to identify former untouchables and tribes. The
Indian caste system is a quite complex system of social segregation and ‘dalits’ con-
stitute the lowest in the caste ladder. The term ‘dalit’ means downtrodden and trampled.
In fact the dalits in India, the lowest of the lower castes and the poorest of the poor,
are being trampled socially, politically and economically by the rich, especially those
belonging to the upper castes. Though there are pompous declarations in the Indian
Constitution guaranteeing right against discrimination on the basis of caste, creed,
sex, colour as mentioned in Article 17 as fundamental right, dalits continue to face the
wrath of the caste lords and are denied of human dignity and their rights including a
just share in the resources like land, water, mines, aqua resources etc.The dalits in our
country are known by many other names given to them by others, mostly to despise
them or to show contempt. A name is not a mere label but a disclosure of a reality.
They are avarnas, colourless and non-descript: or pancamas, those left over as it were
after the four castes have been counted: or antyajas, last-born, as if they were an
accident, an unwelcome appendix, an unwanted tail .

1, ‘Death of a Dalit’, The Statesman, 14 th October 2008.

2. Pillai V.R., ‘Developmental Issues in Human Rights’ in R.M. Pal and G.S. Bhargava ed. Human
Rights of Dalits—Societal Violation,Gyan Publishing House, New Delhi, 2010, pp 95.

3. Ibid, pp96.

4. Ibid, pp99
5. Chatterjee P(1999),The Partha Chatterjee Omnibus, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, pp194-
195
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6. Sequeira,LF,’Human Response to Dalit Women today’in P.G Jogdand ed “Dalit Women:issues
and Perspectives,Gyan Publishing House,New Delhi,pp126

Landlessness is the core of dalit dependence. Firstly, let us straightaway come
to some statistics which are shocking to say the least. The dalits comprise about
16.48% of India’s population, are mainly landless agricultural labourers and they
are the poorest section of Indian society. According to some surveys, 48% of the
dalits live below the poverty line, 70% are landless, and the rate of illiteracy stands
at 63 percent. It has been estimated that in the rural sector more than 75 percent
of the dalit workers are still connected with agriculture and allied activities—50%
landless labourers and the rest 25% marginal and small farmers. Urban dalits work
mainly in the organized sector. Only 1.imillion {0.8%), out of the total dalit
population 138 millon, have been benefitted by the policy of reservation.
According to the Chairman of the Tamil Nadu Commission for Scheduled castes
and Scheduled Tribes, India, 1998, “The caste system is an economic order. It
prevents someone from owning land or receiving an education. It is a vicious cycle
and an exploitative economic arrangement. Landowning patterns and being a high-
caste member is co-terminus. Also there is a nexus between (being) lower-caste
and landlessness.... Caste is a tool to perpetuate exploitative economic-
arrangements”

Landlessness leads to homelessness, distress migration, displacement’ poverty,
child labour, immoral trafficking, suicides and hunger deaths in many parts of the
country. Research shows that Dalits suffer from limited access to capital assets like
agricultural land and non-land assets. Less urbanization and employment
diversification away from agriculture, exceptionally high dependence on casual
wage labour, high underemployment,lower daily wages, particularly in non-farm
activities and low levels of literacy and education compared with non-Dalits and
Adivasi groups in Indian society. Worst of all, dalits are daily victims of worst crimes
and atrocities, far outnumbering other sections of society, despite the fact that
many attacks go unreported for fear of further retaliation. Dalits suffer routine
violations of their right to life, security of person and protection of the state,
through state-sponsored or sanctioned violence, caste-motivated killings, rape
and other abuses are a daily occurrence in India. Between 1992 and 2000, a total
of 334, 459 cognizable offences against dalits were registered nationwide with the
police. Between 1992 and 2000, a total of 252,370 cases of crime, including cases
of discrimination and atrocities, were registered by untouchables. A 2005 govern-
ment report states that a crime is committed against a dalit every 20 minutes™.
Though staggering, this figure represents only a fraction of actual incidents since
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many dalits do not register cases for fear of retaliation by the police and upper
caste individuals. In the rare instance that a case does reach the courts, the most
likely outcomes are acquittal. Official data reveals that between 1999 and 2001 as
many as 89% of trials involving offences against dalits resulted in acquittals.

Dalit women face the triple discrimination of caste, class and gender as said
earlier. But, it is important to know why women need land rights. When women
have secure rights to their land, they may be less likely to be victims of domestic
violence. Women produce nearly half of the food grown in the developing world.
As a result, women are at an increased risk of losing their source of food, income
and shelter should they lose their only link to the land they till: husbands, fathers,
brothers taken by illness, violence or migration™ . Land is the symbol for socio-
economic status, a commodity to transact and a natural resource to exploit. As
history recorded, land is the main reason for wars and battles rise and fall of
empires. For dalits and especially dalit women land is a part and parcel of their
lives. They venerate and protect land as they are born, live and die in it and it is a
question of life, identity and dignity to them. According to Human Rights Watch
report(2001): “ An assessment of the material aspects of the gender-caste overlap
suggest that more than fifty years after Independence, the economic condition of
women continues to be defined and constrained by their caste status.”

7. R.L Basu, ‘Ethical Basis of exploitation of Dalits in India’,Creative.sulekha.com/dalits-in-

india_402612_blog

8. Narula S and Macwan M, ‘Untouchability: The Economic Exclusion of the Dalits in indic’ paper

presented at the international seminar on “Racism: Economic Roots of Discrimination organized
by International Council on Human Rights Policy,Geneva,24-25 Jan 2001.

9. Karan J(2008),Development of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in India, Cambridge
Scholars Publishing, U.K, pp3 10. Ibid.. pp3

10. http://www.!andesa.org/women-and-land/

11. Narula S,'Untouchability:The Economic Exclusion Of The Dalits in India, The International ¢
council on Human Rights Policy,Seminar on the Economics of Racism,Geneva,January 24th-
251 2001,

‘Of the total population, dalit women constitute 16.3% of which 18% women
live in rural areas where society is hierarchical and incquitous..They perform hard
domestic labour which is unpaid and as agricultural labourers and casual ones,
they continue to toil under the burning sun, with no protection or benefits that
labour laws should provide, since majority of these women are in the unorganized

sector.They earn less than one US Dollar.A study conducted come up with some
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shocking facts about the work of dalit women. What is horrifying is that dalit
women work more than bullocks and men. Bullock and men work in a hectare in
a year for 1064 hours and 1202 hours respectively while women work for more
than 3485 hours. The caste and patriarchal norms legitimize the poor economic
conditions of dalit women. She has to work to survive. She is powerless and has
neither access nor control over resources. ,

According to the report ‘Unheard Voices- Dalit Women-2007 14, the process of
globalization has affected dalit women considerably. With the introduction of new
farming techniques such as mechanization for harvesting and transplanting, women
have lost their traditional work in the agricultural sector. Food crops have been
replaced by cash crops. Horticulture has been introduced by big agro-business
corporations for export purposes. This has deprived dalit women of their land
and common resources in the village. Formerly wormen used to collect greens, fish
and shells from fields free for their food requirements. This is no longer available
to them. The abject poverty condition has driven large numbers of Dalit women
into sex trade to earn for their families. The globalization process has increased
the feminization of poverty and this has affected Dalit women in every sphere of
their lives. There is also large scale migration from rural areas to the urban centres
in search of better liviihood options. Women are left behind to bear the
responsibility of the family. This further adds to the existing burden that Dalit
women are trying to cope with. More and more female headed households emerge
and most of them are Dalit women. Such situations push the women into further
situation of impoverishment, making them more and more vulnerable to all forms
of discriminations and violations

According to the India Rural Development Report of 1992, 43% of the country’s
rural population was absolutely or near landless. Landlessness has been steadily
increasing. According to a government Rural Labour Enquiry report, the percentage
of landless households among scheduled castes increased from 56.8% in 1977-78
to 61.5% in 1983, while among advasis it increased from 48.5% in 1977-78 to 49.4%
in 1983. Even among those who own land, a majority own marginal plots that
provide them little or no food security. The government describes such marginal
landowners as were landless’ (those who own less than 0.002 hectares) and ‘near
landless’ (those who own between 0.002 and 0.2 hectares) ~. According to the
draft paper of the Ninth Five Year Plan, 77% of Dalits and 90% of advasis are either
‘absolute landless’ (own no land) or ‘were landless’. In 1991, about 71% of Dalit
women workers in rural area were agricultural labourers. Only 19% of them owned
land. As against this the proportion of agricultural labour among Non Dalit women
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was 43 percent. Even in urban areas about 58% Dalit Women are employed as
agricultural labourers. This proportion was only 5 percent in the case of Nondalit
women.

There is sufficient research to show that when women’s incomes increase, these
incomes go directly to improving household consumption. It is critical to recognize
that the improvement of maternal and child mortality levels is linked with
improved access to food and livelihood resources by women, which is improved
access and benefit from land. Women who are dependent on men for land and
housing are vulnerable to other human rights abuses, such as violence and
economic deprivation. Evidence shows asset fewer women are subject to threats
of violence and allocational inequalities within the household.™/ With rights over
the land, the peasant women will have the right to make decisions on how the
land is used. As Carmen Turla Bueno of the Federation of Peasant Women (AMIHAN)
said eloquently, “Our struggle for land is a struggle for our lives.”

13. Unheard Voices:Dalit Women,”An Alternative Report, Government of India for the 70th session
of Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, Geneva, Switzerland,January 2007.

14. Ibid
i5. Ibid

16. ThoratV, “Dalit Women and Human Rights: Some Neglected Issues” in Human Rights of Dalits:
Societal Violations ed.by RM Pal and GS Bhargava, Gyan publishing house, New
Delhi,2010,pp167

17. Rao N(2005), Women’s Rights to Land and Assets: Experiencing of Mainstreaming Gender in
Development Projects”, Economic and Political Weekly, Oct 2005, pp4703.

18. Pesticide Action Network Asia and the Pacific(Pan Ap),Women’s Ownership of Land,housing
and productive resources as an indicator of poverty reduction in the Millennium Development
Goals,Consult on Women and Land Rights,New York,2005.

Before coming to the real picture of extent of atrocities and human rights
violations of Dalit women who suffer the brunt of upper caste and lower caste
hierarchies and where they stand in the jigsaw puzzle that is India which is replete
with frills and frippery of promises, let’s turn to the extent of non-implementation
of land reforms policy which is a violation of dalit human rights.

The state wise analysis of the landlessness brings to the fore that in 1999 -
2000, the highest numbers of SC landless households were found in Bihar followed
by Gujrat, Maharastra, Tamil Nadu and Punjab respectively.”~ ( As shown in Table
No1l)
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Table No 1

SL. No. State Percentage of SC landless &
near landless households in 1999-2000
1, Bihar 23.8
2 Gujrat 18.1
3 Maharastra 16.7
4, Tamil Nadu 15.1
5. Punjab 12.1]

Incidentally in Bihar, where there are highest number of SC landless households any
and every attempts by the Dalit to gain a respectful status in the hierarchically divided
social set up have been met with violent reprisals by the land owning caste Hindu groups.
However Bihar is not the only state which has witnessed such kind of savagery. A num-
ber of empirical studies on Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Maharastra, Karnataka and
Orissa, etc. clearly suggest that wherever Dalits have asserted their civil, political and
economic rights they have been subject to violence & atrocities as these act of theirs go
against the dominant caste ideology.20 As Dr.Ambedkar said as early as 1947, “Ask
those who are unemployed whether what are called Fundamental Rights are of any value
to them. If a person who is unemployed is offered a choice between a job of some sort of
wage with an interdict on joining a union and the exercise of his rights to freedom of
speech, association, religion, etc. can there be any doubt as to what his choice will be?
How can it be otherwise? The fear of starvation, the fear of losing a house, the fear of
saving, if any, the fear of being compelled to take away children from the school .... are
factors too strong to permit a man to stand out for his fundamental rights. The unem-
ployed are thus compelled to relinquish their Fundamental Rights for the sake of secur-
ing the privilege to work and subsist.”

It is also an interesting fact that in 1999 — 2000, the percentage of Scheduled Castes
‘landless plus near-landless’ households were more concentrated in the developed states
like Punjab, Kerala and Haryana, followed by some underdeveloped states like Bihar and
Tamil Nadu ( See Table 2 below)

The Non SC/ST ‘landless plus near-landless’ households were the highest in Kerala,
which implies is that entire agricultural land in Kerala was concentrated with few people.
It is followed by Tamil Nadu (72.35 percent), West Bengal (71.45%) and Himachal Pradesh
(65.9%) in 1999-2000.
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Table No 2

SL. No. State Percentage of SC landless
& near landless households in 1999-2000
1. Punjab 94.70
2, Kerala 93.80
3 Haryana 91.80
4, Bihar 90.90
5. Tamil Nadu 88.70

19, NFDLRM'’s Website : National Campaign for Dalit Rights 220.226.204.214.9673/ncd hr/
campaigns/national—federation~for—daﬁt-!and—rights—movements—nfdlrm.

20. Thorat,S.K,[{2010] ‘Dalits and Human Rights- A part of the whole but a part Apart’ in R
M Pal and G S Bhargava ed. Human Rights of Dalits : Societal Violation, Gyan Publish-
ing House,N. Delhi, pp 73.

21. |Ibid

22. Referto 19

Of the land distributed to Scheduled Caste households, however, West Bengal alone
accounted for about 20 percent, followed by UP (Uttar Pradesh). In term of Share in
beneficiaries, West Bengal also accounted nearly 43 percent of total beneficiaries fol-
lowed by U.P. (13%), Andhra Pradesh (12%) and Bihar (12.4%).

Here, | would like to focus on the appallingly low percentage of SCs and STs in the
district of Murshidabad in West Bengal in 2001. It was only 12 percent and 1.29 percent
respectively. The data on key gender statistics (sources : 2001 census) also shows that
while in West Bengal number of female headed households is 1709373, in Murshidabad
number of female headed households are 123611. While the percentage of female work
participation is 25.6% national average, in Murshidabad it is 16.4%.However, what is
unique about West Bengal is that except in isolated instances, it has not witnessed the
phenomenon of politically aggressive landlordism, articulated in the idioms of caste
superiority and power, which has been seen so often in recent years in Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar and Tamil Nadu. Though West Bengal has a fairly good record of land
reforms, the ground reality is that many land plots are under the control of landlords and
local influential people (jotdars) either legally or illegally. Using either political or eco-
nomic clout, they reap the benefits from many barga plots even without knowing the
proper location of such plots. The grim picture can be understood if we know the struggle
of sharecroppers of Sujapur in Murshidabad, West Bengal. The landlords of this village
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in Murshidabad filed First Information Reports (FIR) against villagers who resisted a
conspiracy by the landlords to evict them. One leader of the struggle said, “However
much the landlords try by employing the goons, they will not be succesiféll. The people
of Sujapur are ready to confront any type of attempts by the landlords.”

Dalit and Adivasis have been greatly let down in the land distribution schemes as
well as appropriat&c&n struggles. Only a meagre 0.5% of this land (349 hectares) has
reached the Dalits™ ". Social justice concerns have not been given due importance and
human rights concerns have been hidden under a landscape of poverty.Human rights
activists and organization that have long been working on Dalit Rights increasingly felt
the need for a nationwide advocacy on dalit economic rights. Though few Dalit organiza-
tions have been active in the issues of land rights, it is largely local, sporadic and dis-
jointed. With liberalisation, the Dalits are further being alienated from land.

Before coming to the context of resistance struggles and exemplary fights of Dalit
women for land and its protection, | want to focus the dismal condition of their human
rights which are violated with impunity. Dalit women suffer more from harassment, op-
pression and exploitation than their upper caste counterparts. The literacy rate among
SCs & STs women is very low. A large number of Dalit women are inducted into prostitu-
tion. Procurers and pimps, mostly of the upper castes, hire victims from West Bengal, the
tribal areas of UP, Central India and Nepal and sell them to brothels of big cities. Accord-
ing to the Report of Hixgnan Rights Watch, ‘Broken people: Caste Violence Against India
Untouchables’ (1999)“~, ‘... Dalit girls have been forced to become prostitutes of upper-
caste patrons and village priests. Sexual abuse and other forms of violence against women
are used by landlords and the police to inflict political “lessons”.

23. Struggle of Share croppers of Shujapur in Murshidabad, West Bengal- an expose of

the tall claims of land reforms” website : revolutionary frontlines.wordpress.com

24. Ibid

25. Narula 5,[1999] Broken People: Caste Violence against India’s Untouchables, Report

of Human Rights Watch.

The extent to which Dalit women are attacked, raped, maimed, humiliated and tar-
geted by state and legal bodies is staggering even in states like Tamil Nadu where there
are several powerful Dalit Ieaderf. A quote from Guru Swamy Gurumal, Madurai, and

; ; : . 126
Tamil Nadu illustrates this claim

“l am a 26 year old Dalit agricultural labourer. | earn Rs.20 a day for a full day’s work.
In December 1997, the police raided my village ... the superintendent of police (SP) called
me a pallachi, which is a caste name for a prostitute. He then opened his pant zip [...].
They brought me to the police station naked ... | begged the police officers at the jail to
help me. | even told them | was pregnant. They mocked me for making such bold state
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ments to the police the day before. | spent twenty five days in jail. | miscarried my
baby after ten days. Nothing has happened to the officers who did thisto me ... (Amnesty
International, 2000).

According to a Tamil Nadu State government official, the raping of Dalit women
exposes the h\%ocrisy of the caste system as “no one practices untouchability when it
comes to sex”"". Like other Indian women whose relatives are sought by the police,
Dalit women have also been arrested and tortured in custody as a means of punishing
their male relatives who are hiding from the authorities. Rapeis used as a form of retali-
ation to suppress movements to demand payment of minimum wages, to settle share
cropping disputes, or to reclaim lost land.

In 1981 and 1986 about 4000 Dalit womeli ecame victims of rape. In 1993 and 1994
this figure raised to 798 and 992 respectively - According to the Report of the Ministry
of Welfare, Government oEéndia for the year 1992-93, the crimes committed against
women i.e. rape were 10677~ The cases were relatively higher in Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan & Bihar. According to the Annual Reports of Commission for the
Scheduled Caste and Tribes, New Delhi, the crimes and atrociiaes against dalits have
increased from1981 to 1997 (as shown in the Table number 3).

Table No 3
Crime and Atrocities Against Scheduled Castes (1981-
1997)
Year Murder  Grievous Injuries Rape Arson Others  Crime
under POA Total
981 493 1492 604 1295 10434 14318 28636
1982 514 1429 635 1035 11441 15054 30108
1983 525 E351 640 393 11440 14949 29898
1984 541 1454 692 973 12327 15987 ‘31974
1985 502 1367 700 980 11824 15373 30746
1986 564 1408 727 1002 11715 15416 30832
1995 371 4544 837 560 11056 13925 31433
1996 343 4585 949 464 13862 9620 30023
1997 504 3462 1002 384 12149 7831 25338
Seurce:  Annual Reports of Commission for the Scheduled Caste and Tribe, Delhi.
POA:  Prevention of Atrocities Act.
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26.

27.
28.

29.

30.

Binoy P,[2010], ‘Collaboration for Rights: Action Aid India and Dalit Rights CSO
Partnerships’,The Journal of Civil Society and Transformation, Vol I,pp. 51.

See. No.25.

Thorat V, [2010] ‘Dalit Women and Human Rights : Some Neglected Issues’ in RM Pal
and G S Bhargava ed. Human Rights of Dalits : Societal Violation, Gyan Publishing
House,N. Delhi, pp 165.

Arulprakash.N,[2010], ‘Horrendous Practices in the name of Hinduism’in RM Pal and
G S Bhargava ed. Human Rights of Dalits : Societal Violation, Gyan Publishing House,N.
Delhi,pp 173

Annual Reports of Commission for the Scheduled Caste and Tribe, Delhi.

According to the National Crime Records Bureau statistics, the crime against Sched-
uled castes and Scheduled Tribes has increased during 2009-2010 and state-wise divi-
sion of the percentage of crimes shows that Uttar Pradesh shares a major chunk in the
crime percentage. (As shown in Table No 4)
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31. National Crime Records Bureau, Crimes in India, Reports of 2009-10, Ministry of Home
Affairs, Govt.of India, New Delhi.

However, upper-caste leaders deny the prevalence of sexual abuse against Dalit
women. A prominent leader of the Thevar community in Tamil Nadu claimed to Human
Rights Watch in an interview, “In the past, 30 to 40 years ago, harijans (Dalits) enjoyed
the practice of “untouchability” ... But Dalit women’s relations with Thevar men are not
out of economic dependency. She wants it from him. She permits it. If he has power, then
she has more affection for the landlord ...” The upper-caste considers them to be “sexu-
ally available.”~ The landlords want to reassert their feudal tyranny over the poor who
have started becoming more vocal and by attacking women they attack the vulnerable
lot. In a shocking incident a 6 year old Dalit girl was pushed into fire by an 18 yr. old youth
for crossing a road reserved for upper caste villagers.

Dalit women have been at the forefront of Dalit land rights movements and when-
ever they have participated in these campaigns they have been very successful. Mr.
Nicholas, the convenor of the National Federation of Dalit Land Rights Movement said at
a seminar at the India Social Forum in_New Delhi, 2005, that Dalit women must always
be involved in land rights movements~ . Manas Tena, also a convenor of same federa-
tion, stated that, there are two areas where the federation is fighting for land rights of
Dalits and these include cases where Dalits hold possession of the land, but do not have
right of the land and the other where the land belongs to them on paper, meaning they
have rights, but they do not have possession of the land. Mr. Nicholas observed that
Dalit women retain their land much better than their male counterparts and added that
this was also historically true”>. Education is an important factor as Paulo Frieire, the
Brazilian proponent of social activism stated: “Literacy per se and even adult education
- may not lead to a radical or qualitative change in the lives of individual learners. It
may not lead to an end of the status of landlessness, assetlessness and bondage; but it
can certainly be a tool of “critical consciousness” 36

Afterindependence in 1960s and 1970s, the Dalit movement and women movement
emerged to demand their rights against caste and gender respectively. However, spe-
cific problems of Dalit women were not acknowledged by these movements. In 1990s,
there were several special, independent and autonomous assertions of Dalit Women’s
identity: a case in point is the formation of National Federation for Dalit Women (NFDW)
and All India Dalit Women’s Forum (AIDWF) at the state level. In recent years, the Dalit
women had shown tremendous resilience in asserting their rightful place in Indian soci-
ety. Almost 89.5 cent of them is engaged in economic production in the country. Some
important examples can be drawn from real life scenarios.
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1. The Tamil Nadu government had permitted a contractor for sand quarrying at
Uriyur of Vellore district in Tamil Nadu. The contractor dug deep pits and three children
of the village drowned and died in them. Dalit women stopped the trucks coming to the
river at midnight, punctured the tyres,broke the glasses and finally stopped the sand
quarrying '

2. Dalit Women came out against the steel project of Korean company — Posco to
“hoodwink” them in Nuagaon of JagatSinghpur district in Orissa. Women put up a brave
front even though they feared police action. One leader of the movement M S Nirupama
Rout said, “If policemen enter our village to help POSCO take our land, they will have to
kill us first. We will no longer create barricades to block their entry, but will ourselves
stand as barriers on their way.”” - Success stories of dalit women to get ownership of
land are not few. In Tumkur district of Karnataka land struggle spread to 1000 villages.
Training was given to men and women of every village to identify lands usurped by land
grabbers. The ‘Dalit Panchayats’ were formed in all villages with women as head for
internal governance of the struggle. About 6078 acres of land was reclaimed. In every
village ten women were being trained in leadership.

32. See No.25.

33. ‘Ddlit girl thrown into fire for using reserved road’, The Hindustan Times,1st May,2008.
34. The Asian Age, 11.11.2006

35. The Asian Age, 11.11.2006

36.Pillai R V, [2010] * Developmental Issues in Human Rights’ in RM Pal and G S Bhargava ed.
Human Rights of Dalits : Societal Violation, Gyan Publishing House,N. Delhi.

37.Burnad Fatima , Land, Livelihood and Access to Resources, Tamil Nadu Women’s Forum
(TNWF), 2007.

38.The Hindu, 12 April,2007.

At about the same time in August 2007 a historic land struggle was unfolding at
Chengara in Pathanamthitla district, Kerala involving about 7500 families, which includes
all sections of landless people, the majority of them being Dalits and Adivasis?’g. Land-
less people have claimed land in the Chengara estate, a rubber plantation, which had
been leased to the Harrison Malayalam Plantation by the government of Kerala. Women
\have been threatened with sexual violence in overt and covert ways. Indian Vision, a
Malayalam TV Channel, reported the abduction and sexual harassment of four women
activists.However, no one from outside has been allowed in to investigate. Following the
reports, a protest was organized at Pathanamthitta, on 11t August by dalit activists,
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dalit feminists and other human rights activists, but not a single activist was allowed
to proceed. The media, too, was eerily silent. The Dalit Land Struggle Federation Cam-
paign in Tamil Nadu has resulted with a historic order from the Tamil Nadu High Court.
The High Court in its judgment on Nov.7, 2008 directed that, “No panchami (land given to
dalits) should be occupied by others. Even big buildings are built in such lands, they
should be removed. If not, such buildings should be handed over to Dalits” Here dailt
women collectively, petitioned for land and put pressure on the bureaucracy.

The above mentioned land struggles in different parts of India have particularly in-
spired the dalit activists to prepare for the launching of National Campaign for Dalit
Women Land Rights in 2009. The prime demand of the campaign was asking the govern-
ment to provide five acres dry land or 2.5 are wet land to every dalit women in the
country. The unanimous decision was taken at the three day National Consultation on
Dalit Women Land Rights, organized by Dalit Academy and Action Aid in Hyderabad from
November 20 to 22, 2008 P. Anjaiah, National Team Leader, Dalit Rights Thematic Unit,
Action Aid India said, while land is a property for upper caste people and way of control-
ling dalits, it is a dignity and issue of life for dalits.

Thusit is evident that Dalit women are at the furthermost fringes of social exclusion.
There is need for the Dalit rights to move away from the immediate to the abstract and
acquire public space.Land is thus not only a tangible socially valued asset; it is a matter
of consciousness & imagination. The feminist conscience should strike a balance be-
tween the two Indias which are difficult to match — One India where United Nations
Development Programme’s Human Development Report 2001 ranked it as one the 72
countries which is reported to have made ‘real progress’ ~ On the other hand, thereis
real India where at the outskirts of Bangalore seven Dalit women walking with empty
earthen vessels can trigger off a reaction where they were killed for caste prejudices
and age old blind faith. Though Dalit women are assiduously attempting to change their
un-freedom and subjugation, their real emancipation can only take place with egalitar-
ian, democratic and pluralistic mind sets in the political arena. But this is one side of the
story. It’s equally important for Dalit women to continue to carry on their lives, the lives
of their families, the struggles of their community, in spite of insurmountable hardships
and hurdles.

39. Raj R. “Flashpoint Chengara- landless Dalits-the Left Democratic Front and Terror”
Website: sanhati.com/news/931.

40. Louis P, [2003], “Political Sociology of Dalit Assertion” Gyan Publishing House,N.
Delhi.pp.19.1
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CAREER OPPORTUNITIES IN LIBRARY
& INFORMATION SCIENCE (LIS)

Mr. Hedayat Hossain
Librarian, Jangipur College

The modern society is passing through the phase of information explosion. Informa-
tion is available in print media such as books, periodicals, newspapers, maps etc. as
well as in non-print media such as Compact Disks, phonograph records, films tapes,
microforms, various types of database etc. Management of various types of information
is a challenge and a highly scientific task. It was the need to manage the information
explosion and hence the Library and Information Centers and Library and Information
Profession have emerged. Today, in the age of information explosion the Library and
Information Profession has became the most attractive profession and Librarianship gave
the ample opportunities to the hundreds of unemployed person to be a professional.
Librarianship as a profession provides a variety of employment opportunities. Today there
are a number of career prospects in Library and Information Science. The qualified pro-
fessionals are employed in various libraries and information Centers. Trained library
professionals can find opportunities for employment both as teacher and as a Librarian.
In Librarianship, designations could be Librarian, Documentation Officer, Assistant Li-
brarian, Deputy Librarian, Scientist (Library Science/ Documentation), Library and Infor-
mation Officer, Knowledge Manager/ Officer, Information Executive, Director/Head of
Library Services, Information Officer, and Information Analyst. There is a lot of scope for
a career in Library and Information Science and the person in this field can find employ-
ment opportunities in the following areas.

In School, College, Universities;

In Central Government Libraries;

In the training centers of banks;

In National Museum and Archives;

In NGOs working in different areas;

In R&D Centre like ICAR, CSIR, DRDO, ICSSR, ICHR, ICMR, ICFRE, etc.
In Business Houses;

In Foreign Embassies and High Commissions;

In International Centers like WHO, UNESCO, UNO, World Bank etc.
In the libraries of Ministries and other government departments;
In National Level Documentation Centers;

In Library Networks;
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In the newspaper libraries;

In News Channels;

In the Libraries of Radio Stations;

In the Databases provider firms;

in publishing companies for preparing Index, abstracts, bibliographies etc.
In various digital library projects like ‘Digital Library of India’ etc.

In Training Academies.

CO000 00

National Knowledge Commission

National Knowledge Commission is an Indian think-tank charged with considering
possible policies that might sharpen India’s comparative advantage in the knowledge-
intensive service sectors. It was constituted on 13 June 2005, by the former honorable
Prime Minister of India, Dr. Manmohan Singh. In particular, the Commission was to ad-
vise the Prime Minister’s Office on policy related to education, research institutes ana
reforms needed to make India competitive in the knowledge economy. For that purpose
The NKC website was launched in February 2006.

There is good news that recently the National Knowledge commission has recom-
mended the formation of the National Library commission (NLC) to strengthen the library
networks in India. The Department of Culture (DoC) has proposed setting up a National
Mission for Libraries (NML) as a Central Sector Scheme. The activities under it will in-
clude: National Census of Libraries; Modernisation including networking of Libraries;
establishing Knowledge Centres and Digital Libraries. Recently under National Mission
for Libraries there is a proposal for establishing 7000 libraries having computers with
internet facility across the country.

It was recommended by the commission the initial recruitment should be direct at
the level of library and Information Assistant. The qualification requirement would be
graduation and BLISc. degree. Thus, the scope of librarianship becomes brighter.

Courses in LIS

Course nomenclature and qualifying marks in different courses differ from university
to university. Earlier the subject was called library science but now due to information
explosion Library Professionals handle information. So Library Science is changing into
Information Science. A few universities have incorporated this word in the course name
but not removed the word Library. So some universities provide degree i.e. Bachelor
in Library and Information Science (BLISc.), and Masters in Library and information Sci-
ence (MLISc.), M.Phil. in Library and Information science and Ph.D in Library and Infor-
mation Science and some provide degrees like Bachelor in library Science (B.LIB), and
Master in Library Science (M.LIB), M.Phil in Library Science and Ph.D in Library Science)
The computer and information technology is now being widely used in libraries and in-
formation centers to process, store, retrieve and disseminate information. NISCAIR (for
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merly INSDOC) under the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), New Delhi
conducts a two-year programme leading to the award of ‘Associateship in Information
Science’ (AlS) and the Documentations Research and Training Centre (DRTC) at the In-
dian Statistical Institute (Bangalore) offer ‘Associateship in Documentation and Infor-
mation Science’ (ADIS).This award is also recognised as ‘equivalent to MLISc degree’.
These two courses enjoy a good reputation in the employment market. In view of the
increasing use of computer and information technology in libraries, several universities
in India also have started various courses focusing primarily on information technology
and computer technology. However, the different courses and their eligibility criteria has
describe in the following table:-

Sl.NoJ Name of programmes Eligibility Duration
1. Certificate in Library & Information Sc. Matric/10+2or |3 to 6 Months
(CLISc) / Certificate in Library Sc. (CLSc). equivalent
2. Certificate in Information, communication & 10+2 with 6 Months
Technology (ICT) Application in Library (CICTAL)| CLISc/DLSc
3. Diplomain Library & Information Sc (DLISc.)/ 10+2or 1Yr
Diploma in Library Sc (DLSc.) equivalent
4. Bachelor of Library & Information Sc (BLSc.) / Graduation or 1Yr
Bachelor of Library Science (BLS.c) equivalent
5, BLISc./BLSc. (LIS as subject at B.A. level) 10+2 or 3Ys
equivalent
6. Post Graduate Diploma in Library Automation BLISc./BLSc. 1Yr
& Networking (PGDLAN)
7: Master of Library & Information Science BLISc./ 1Yr
(MLISc.)/ Master of Library Sc. (MLSc.) BLSc.
8. MLISc./MLSc. (Integrated Course) Graduation 2 Yrs
or equivalent
9. Associateship in Documentation and BLISc./BLSc./ 2 Yrs
Information Science (ADIS) [Equivalent to MBBS/BE/PG/
MLISc./MLSc.] or equivalent ,
10. | Associateship of Information Science (ALS) BLISc/BLSc/ 2 Yrs
[Equivalent to MLISc/MLSc] MBBS/BE/PG/
or equivalent
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SI.No.| Name of programmes Eligibility Duration
11. | MSc. (Information Science) [equivalent to Graduation/MBBS/| 2Yr
MLISc./MLSc.] BE/B.Pharma/
or equivalent
12. | Master of Philosophy (M.Phil.) MLISc/MLSc 1yr
or equivalent
13. Doctor of philosophy ( Ph.D) Same as above |2to5 Yrs
14. Doctor of Literature (D. Litt.) Ph.D

Indian Universities offering degree and diploma in LIS Course

At present large number of universities are offering different LIS courses. This course
is also available through regular & distance Learning mode. Some Renounce Universi-
ties and Institutions are offering LIS courses regular mode as well as distance mode

listed below-
Regular Education

OO0 0000000000000 OCO O

Alagappa University, Karaikudi

Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh
Allahabad University, Allahbad,UP
Annamalai University, Annamalainagar
Awadhesh Pratap Singh University, Rewa

Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar University, Lucknow

Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi
Bundelkhand University, Jhansi

Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, Indore

Dr. Bhim Rao Ambedkar University, Agra
Dr. Harisingh Gour Viswavidyalaya, Sagar
Gulbarga University, Gulbarga

Guru Ghasidas University, Bilaspur

Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar

Dr. Harisingh Gour University, Sagar

HNB Garhwal University Srinagar - Garhwal
Jadavpur University, Calcutta

Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi

Jiwaji University, Gwalior

Karnatak University, Dharwad

Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi
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Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra

Nagpur University, Nagpur

North Bengal University, Siliguri

North Eastern Hill University, Shillong
Pandit Ravishankar Shukla University, Raipur
Panjab University, Chandigarh

Patna University, Patna

Punjabi University, Patiala

Rani Durgavati Vishwavidyalaya, Jabalpur
Sambalpur University, Sambalpur

SNDT Womens’ University, Mumbai
University of Burdwan, Burdwan

University of Calcutta, Kolkata

University of Delhi, Delhi

University of Hyderabad, Hyderabad
University of Jammu, Jammu (Tawi)
University of Kalyani, Kalyani

University of Kashmir, Srinagar

University of Lucknow, Lucknow

University of Madras, Chennai

University of Mysore, Mysore

University of Pune, Pune

University of Rajasthan, Jaipur

Vikram University, Ujiain

Vidyasar University, Midnapore

UP Rajarshi Tandon Opeen University, Allahabad (Distance Education)
Indira Gandhi National Open University, New Delhi (Distance Education)

Distance Education

Indira Gandhi National Open University, Maidan Garhi, New Delhi-110068 Website :
wWww.ignou.ac.in

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Open University, Road No.46, lubilee Hills, Hyderabad - 500033, E-
mail : braouap@hdl.dot.net.in

Kota Open University, Rawatbhata Road, Akhelgarh, Kota-324010, Rajasthan, Tel.:
91-744-421254

Nalanda Open University Camp. Office, 9, Adarsh Colony, Kidwaipuri, Patna - 800001,
Bihar, Tel.: 91-612-234330

Yashwantrao Chavan Maharashtra Open University, Dnyanagangotri, Near Gangapur
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Dam, Nashik-422005, Maharashtra, Website : www.ycmou.com

© Madhya Pradesh Bhoj (Open) University, Red Cross Bhawan, Shivaji Nagar, Bhopal-
462016, Madhya Pradesh, Tel.: 91-755-550606

© Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar Open University, Govt. Bungalow No.9, Dafnala, Shahi
Baug, Ahmedabad-380003, Gujarat, Tel.: 91-79-2869690

© Karnataka State Open University, Manasagangotri, Mysore - 570006, Karnataka Tel.:
91-821-515149

© Netaji Subhas Open University, 1, Woodburn Park, Kolkata -700020, West Bengal E-
mail : nsou@cal2.vsnl.net.in

Remuneration in Library and Information profession

In the age of information revolution librarianship is a well paid job. However salaries
of library professionals varied depending upon their individual qualifications, experi-
ence, size and nature of the hiring institutes. Persons with a superior record and high
qualifications can achieve high positions. The salaries and status in college and univer-
sity libraries are comparable to those of teachers. Indeed, the salaries of special librar-
ians are high. Librarians employed in government museum, archives, galleries have higher
earnings than those in colleges and universities. Librarians working in research insti-
tutes and private documentation centres also have handsome earnings. Opportunities
for upwards mobility based on assessment of performance at intervals, make the job
attractive.

Conclusion

With the information revolution, qualified Library/Information professionals are di-
versifying to several new growth areas such as database management, reference tool
development, training of database users, systems analysis especially relating to com-
puter work, documentation works, bibliographical works and Organisation & manage-
ment of information units. Entrepreneurial Librarians/Information professionals also start
their own consulting practices, acting as freelance Librarians or information brokers and
providing services to other libraries, businesses or government agencies.

Conclusively today career in LIS is multidimensional, ever growing and bright which
is significantly enriching the knowledge base of the society for prosperity and progress.
Persons possessing good academic record and adequate skills in computer and informa-
tion technology can look forward to a rewarding career in this profession.
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FAIR PEN

Md. Abid Hassan
English Honours, Part-lll

Literature represents the societies

With all his entrancing qualities.
Anglo-sexon period shows us war,

But Norman conquest changes the temper;
Rejecting sinister and mournful mirrors
Mid fighters kill pest, savour flowers.
Renaissance opens the logical cage,

Mighty thinkers install enlightened knowledge.

Elizabethan genious creates golden works,
Metaphysical poets wear intellectual masks.
A pure artist constructs controvertial plots,
But light lyrics loose that knot.

Neo-classical wits refresh people’s vision
Exposing follies, foibles with reason.

But Romantic movement injects the freedom
To think strangely about natural medium.
Victorian light discovers confusing sights
George escapes from the fights

But not compromising old feeble mights
And achieving broken bites

Real modernists cultivate salty art

Then, | lost in the sea of dirt.

UNSEEN PRESENCE

Md. Abid Hassan
English Honours, Part-lli

The helm of our mind

Controls the unseen presence;
Which as strong as strom,

Can unveil the dusty menace.
Eternal light displays holy sights;
Reason make unreasonable fights.
True seems false, false becomes true
As battery lights propagate to be guru.
Narrow chains imprison our freedom,
Modern brains destroy the kingdom.
White guru can only fetch
Dirty colours from human race.
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GRABBING AND BRAGGING

Avijit Sarkar
English Honours, Part-lIl.

The chrysanthemum, glows up wildly among the meadows and moses, mocks the
candy canopy. She with her coquettish and promising sway nudges onlookers and passes
by. She remains firm in sultry, wintry, and foggy times. If onlookers and passers by grab
her. She suffers from non-creative limbo. The insects who becoming drunken at the waft
of her body come here and become immobile by the nimble tongue of frogs, poised on
the moses. All her vanity was going on very well with her charm. As the time passes her
leaves and flowers become yellows. Eventually she became reddened, a gloomy cob-
web and it’s gossamer is her dress now. Now it too tosses to peep at her. All below,
music and lightning helped to create the right atmosphere, is gone.

We believe in the green light, the orgastic future that year by year recedes before us.
It eludes us but that is no matter, we stretch out our arms further to grab it, to snatch it,
as to taint it.

PROFITABLE DOSE

Md. Abid Hassan
English Honours, Part-ll]

With green berries, | compel to fight;
Watching the lights who forget to bright.
Help | What's the reason !

Muse ! So that they can season.

Belly’s sake teachers push profitable dose;
Silencer is everywhere, not ranchos.
Instead of tree, people rain on grass,
Sweet fruits seem nothing but trash.
Prophets follow the supreme being,
And he offers them golden ring.

No fear I Blind lady is there;

To write the right to the right heir.
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CHEMISTRY IN OUR DAILY LIFE

Ejajul Ali
B.Sc. 2nd year (CHEH)

Chemistry is a big part of our everyday life. Everything is made of chemicals, many of
the changes we observe in the world around. We see that caused by chemical reactions.
Chemistry is very important because it helps us to know the composition, structure and
changes of matter. All the matters are made up of chemistry. In our every day life
various chemical are being used in various from some of thuse are being used as food,
some of those used cleaning etc.

| Element in the Human Body : Body is made up of chemical compounds, which
are combinstions of elements. Probably know body is mostly water, which is hydrogen
and oxgen.

ii) Health care and beauty : The dia gnostic tests corried out in laboratories, the
prognostic cstimations, medical prescriptions, pills, the vaccines, the antibioties play
very vital role in health monitoring control of dis cases and in all eviating the sufferings
ofthe humanity.

ili) Cooking :- Chemistry explains how food changes as we cook it. How it rots, how
to preserve food, how our body uses the food eats, and how ingre dients intract to make
food.

iv) Industries and Transport : From cloth mills, lather factories, Petro-Chemical
Industries and refineries to metal industries all use numerous fuels for power generation
and chemical products for processing their product and improve the equality and simul-
taneously porduce pollution.

v} Medicine: Itis very need to understand basic chemistry so that we can under-
stand how vitamins, supplements, and drugs can help or harm us part of the importances
of chemistry lies in developing and testing new medical treat ments and medicines.

vi) Science and technology : The destructive effects of atom Bombs dropped on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki ? Generations in Japan have suffered the devastation and there
has been no solace. The threat of weapons of mass destraction like the Nuclear, Chemi-
cal and Biological weapons looms large on the Humanity. Terrorists are using RDX and
other explosives to run currents of fear down the spines across the globe. Nuclear reac-
tors which are going to serve the future generations through power generation leave us
with the problem of Nuclear waste management. Wheres the destrlictive power is gen-
erated through chains of chemical reactions, we reamain assured that chemistry hsa
facllitated the chain of counter measures too in the form of safety suifes and NBC resis
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tant bankers. Forensis science the comprehersive scientific analysis of material evi-
dance in the contest of the law uses principles of chemistry to facilitate crime investiga-
tion Tele-Communication, information Technology and space missions all bank on the
chemistry of semi-conductor sand nano - tubes.

vii) Cleaning: Part of the importance of chemistry is it explans how cleaning works.
We use - chemistry to help decide what cleaner is best for dishes, laundry, yourself, and
your home. We use chemistry when use bleaches and disinfeetants and even ordinary
soap and water. How do they work? Thant’s chemistry?
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WOMEN INDIGNANCY

Sushovan Banerjee
Eng (Hons), 3rd year

“The emotinoal, sexual and psychological
stereotyping of females beings when the
doctor says, ‘it’s a girl”

— Shrifey Chisholm

A girl is still regarded as a curse in our society and therefore female foeticide and
abortion are still continuing rampantly. It has been a common perception, particularly
among the lower strata of society, that the rightful place of the woman is at home and
educating a girl child is a waste of time, money and effort. Thats why girls are not sent
to schools instead given marriage, popularly known as child marriage. According to the
UNICEF’S state of the world’s children 2009’ report 47% of India’s women aged 20-24
were married before the legal age of 18. Why should a girl child be deprived of educa-
tion, when education is a fundamental right to every human being ! If you educate a
woman, you educate a family. Educate her family and you begin to educate generations.
Educating girls yields spectacular social benefits for the current generation and those to
come. An educated women will be more productive at home and better paid in the work
place. This will eventually lead to the development of the nation.

“When men is suppressed, it’s a tragedy &
when women is suppressed, it’s a tradition”

— Letty Cottin Pogrebin

Everyday many cases of women being assaulted in different parts of our country are
reported in the newspaper. But how many charges are properly notified and how actively
police are doing their duty? And how many people are aware in our society. Who co-
operate to give justice to the victimised girl? The examples of stringent punishments
like ‘Nribhaya’ & ‘Kamduni’ are so little. But the heinous crime like rape, dowry-death,
infanticide, witch-hunting etc. are still happening rampantly. The National Crime Records
Bureau reveals that a woman is raped every 29 minutes. Similarly, if a girl does not bring
enough dowry, she is burnt to death either by her husband or in-laws. The National
Crime Record Bureau discloss that a dowry death occurs every 77 minutes and one case
of cruelty committed by husband and relative of the husband occurs every S minutes.
But when we turn the pages of newspaper, we come across the denunciatory is still
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missing and the police keep searching.

The major reason for such exploitation of women is that they are always considered
inferior to their male counterparts in our patriarchal society. They are helpless until they
unite to fight against the indignation heaped on them everyday. To get their own rights,
women have to fight against this peritracheal society. Women need to change their
mind set they should come forward to protest, instead of being quiet. What are they
silent for?

Isit fear? Oris it because they don’t want to fall into such trouble? It is not the time
to sit in chairs and raise fingers at what is wrong in India, it is time to take action be-
cause man determines these ‘culturally defined characteristics’ that make a woman femi-
nine our they are —weak (masculine is strong) soft (masculine is hand) introvert (mascu-
line is extrovert) Emotional therefore likely to be stupid (maoculine rational therefore
likely to be intelligent) self-effacing / shy (massuline is self-asserting / bold) submissive
/ docile (masculive is wilful / wild) Home-maker (maseuline is breadeasher). Man deter-
mines these characteristics through mechanisms of patriarchy but profess to call it Na-
ture. As if ‘naturally’ a female is an embodiment of all these characteristics. Conse-
quently, any deviation from these set features would brand a female as unnatural a
Abnormal a Consequence = Otherization / Ostracization.

When we talk of development, how can we forget the womenfolk? No matter how
much we celebrate women’s day or post online about ‘respect women’, the change needs
to be in us, in our thoughts and mind set. India of 2015 is modern and technically ad-
vanced, but unfortunately our outlook towards some burning issues is not that modern. |
feel we live in a hypocritical society, where we need to take off our masks and treat
social issues like dowry systems, abortion, indigences, rape etc... the laws should be
enforced more strictly. Judgement should be fast and easily accessible to all. Thereis a
strong need for reformation of the police system. The women police should be em-
ployed in almost every places and CCTVS should be installed in strategic places. Refor-
mation in legal systems is also required such as - stringent punishment for crimes against
women. Not only that, common people need to change their mind set, they should come
forward to make the society modern. They should be protected and nurtured because
they are the ones who will take the society forward. This reminds me of the thought of
Swami Vivekananda so many years ago that “There is no chance of welfare of the world
unless the condition of women is improved. It is not possible for a bird to fly on one
wing”” We are strong individuals. What will happen when we come together? Give
them a chance and our country will be ranked with America and China. This also re-
mands me of Eleanor Roosevelt’s comment “A women is like a tea bag. You never know
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how strong she is until she gets in hot water”

The journey towards a new India has started with a bang. The projects that are
introduced by the government are really adorable and appreciable, one of them is “Save
the girl child, education for the girl child.” Education is the weapon that can curb all
kinds of dirty and filthy thoughts gyrating in people’s mind & the only opportunity for
women is to be empowered because 3 Education 3 career consciousness a career women
- a Economic independence 3 ability to fight against patriarchy a Empowerment.
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SOME UNKNOWN FACTS ABOUT ‘CHEMISTRY’
Srimanta Saha and Suman Chandra Roy

CHEMISTRY, whose full name we may written as,
Community

Healt

Environment

Medicine

ldustry

S5¢ci€hcegs

Teaching

Research

Yo ul

Chemistry plays a vital role in our everyday life. Our daily needed of food, clothing,
shelter, potable water, medicines ect. are connected with chemical compounds, pro-
cesses and principles.

Chemistry has important contribution foe giving us :-
Life saving durgs

Synthetic fibers

Synthetic detergent

Variety cosmotics

Fartiliser pasticides

Paper

Glass

Plastics

L O T U T

Beautiful paints etc.

O Drugs :- Early man confronted with diseases and illness discovered a wealth of thera-
peutic agents from the nature’s store in the form of herbs. The french word ‘drogue’
means ‘dry herb’. So, these theropeutic agents are named as ‘drugs’.

Drug are the compound that interacts with the biological molecules triggering a physi
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ological effect. According World Heaith Organization (WHO), a drug may be defined an
any substrate that is used to modify or to exploit systems or pathological states for the
benefit of the recepient.

Drugs are classified on

1. On the basis of pharmacological effect — It is useful for the doctors as it pro-
vides a whole range of drugs available for the treatment of particular types of
problem.

Example : Analgesics have pain killing effect.

2. On the basis of Drug action :- It is based on the action of a drug on particular
biochemical process.

Example : All anthistamines inhibit the action of the compound.

We can get some unknown facts is we look into the matters logically to those that
are happening in our day-to-day life. Aparently we consider those as simple matters.
Here lies the important of chemistry. It helps us to find out the unknown solutions of
those common aspects. Such facts are given below.

Q Why onion make you cry ?

Unless you’ve avoid cooking, you’ve probably cut up an onion and experienced the
burning and tearing me get from the vapours when you cut an onion, you break cells,
releasing their contents. Amino acid sulfoxides from sulphenic acids. Enzymes that
were kept separate now are free to mix with the sulphenic acids to produce propanethiol-
s — oxide, a volatile sulphur compound that wafts upward-toward our eyes. This gas
reacts with water in your tears to from sulphuric acid (H,SO,). The sulphuric acid burns,
stimultating your eyes to release more tears to wash the irritant away.

O Some unknown facts about rain :

It is known to all that rains are drop of water. Which are fall on the earth but except
the earth, on the other world, is rain can fall ? —

Yes, on the other world rains are fall but it is ‘not water’, it may be diamond, glass,
iron etc.

EARTH VENUE HD-189733b NEPTUNE  OGLE-TR-565 TITAN

W N7 ¥ N7 N 7
Water HZSO i Glass Diamond Iron Methane
(H,0) (CH,)

Varies type of rain on different world.

T[T FTETe AR oATEP-305 ¢ - S50 R




O Facts abot Blood :

It is a complex of chemical mixlore. The chemicals in it dictated it’s colour and some
also contributes to it’s characteristics, slightly metallic odour. It is known to all that ‘why
blood is red ?’ — because of presence of Hemoglobin.

But the unknown fact is the ‘why blood have smell ? — due to presence chemica:
compound whose IUPAC name is Trans-4, 5 — epoxy — (E) - 2 decanal.

Q

This compound gives human bloods characteristic metallic odour. The smell of meta!
in blood coming into contact with skin is largely due to Oct-1-en-3-one, produced due to
the reaetion between oxidised skin lipids and the iron in Hemoglobin.

O Elements in human body :

Most of the human body is made up of water (H,0), with cell consisting of 65-90%
water by weight. Therefore it isn’t surprising that most of a human body’s mass is oxy-
gen, carbon, the basic unit for organic molecules, comes in second 99% of the mass of
the human body is made up just six (6) element, oxygen, carbon, hydrogen, nitrogen,
calsium and phosphorus.

Why smoking is harmful ?

The word tobacco is thought to derive form the Native American tobacco, for a y-
shaped pipe used in sniffing tobacco powder. cigarettes and other froms of tobacco
consist of dried tobacco leaves, and other ingredients added for flavor and other proper-
ties.

Some facts related with Smoking :

— Smoking is the second major couse of death in the world. Its responsible for the
death of one in ten adults worldwide.

—Smoking is involvoed in 85% of all lung cancer deaths.

— Smoking is the major cause of cancer of the lips, tongue, mouth, pharynx, larynx
and esophagus.

— Smoking has many other haramful effects in the body, a too long list to include it
here.

Why smoking causes cancer ?
It's because tobacco and tobacco smoke contain more than 60 carcinogenic com-
pounds. It general, morethan 4,000 indiviual substance have been identified in tobaccc
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smoke, including caron monoxide (CO), hydrogen cyanide (HCN), ammonia (NH,) and
other highly toxicirritants. Yes, it’s not a mixtake, more than 4,000 toxic substances that
can go inside your body when you somoke.

Besids all the haramful of tobacco, it is addictive and this explains why although 70%
of smokers want to quit and 35% attempt to quit each year, fewer than 7% succeed. And
the main reason why tobacco becomes additive is due to its content of nicotine, which
alters brain functioning.

Nicotine is a naturally occuring liquid alkaloid. An alkaloid is an organic compound
made out of carbon, hydrogen, nitrogen and sometimes oxygen. These chemicais have
potent effects on the human body. For example, many people enjoy the stimulating
effects of another alkaloid, caffeine.

Q Some unknown interesting facts about chemistry :

® The number of H,O melecules in 10 drops of water is roughly equal to the amount
of stars in the universe.

® The are more atoms in one teaspoon of water than there are one teaspoon of
water in the Atlantic Occan.

® Banana containing 78.10 mg/g of potasium which is radicactive istope of potasium
(K*®) one Banana has sievert of ionising radiation.

Spinal cord of Banana and spinal column of animal are some.

® Chocolate contains phenylethylamine (PEA), the some chemical released in the
brain when you fall in love.

® Cerium (ce) is the most abundant element among the rare earths and is a major
component (45 - 60%) of the misch metal alloy used in lighter flints.

®  One uranium fuel pellet the size of a pencil eraser produces as much energy as—
149 gallons (564 liters) of oil
1,780 pounds (807 kg) of coal
17,000 cubic feet (481 cubic metres) of nalural gas.

Newly discoverd elements in the periodic table :

International union of pure and applied chemistry (IUPAC) is preparing to renome
four super heavy elements on periodic table, currently identified only113,115,117,118
(elements)

Q What is ‘zeno effect’ ?

Cornell scientists discovered that, atoms will not move, when some is observing
them called an ‘zeno effect’.
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GOVERNING BODY OF JANGIPUR COLLEGE

President :
Sri Bhajan Kumar Sarkar

Teacher-in-Charge & Secretary :
Dr. Naba Kumar Ghosh

Members :
Prof. Pradip Kumar Banerjee
Prof. Basudeb Chakrabarti
Prof. Nurul Mortoza
Prof. Keshab Chandra Ghosh
Sri Sumit Kumar Chakraborti
SriJoyram Sarder
Mr. Mojaharul Islam
Sri Bikash Kumar Nanda
Sk. Md. Furkan
Smt. Piyali Das
General Secretary, Students’ Union

TEACHING FACULTY

Teacher-in-Charge :
Dr. Naba Kumar Ghosh M.Sc. Ph.C

Bengali :

1. Dr. Hena Sinha, M.A.,M. Phil, Ph.D

2. SriNurul Mortoza, M.A.

3. Dr. Bimal Chandra Banik, M.A.,M. Phil, Ph.D
4, Vacant

English :
1. SriBasudeb Chakrabarti, M.A.
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2. Vacant
3. Vacant
4. Smt. Payel Dhar, M.A. (Guest Lec.)

Sanskrit :
1. Dr.Chinmoy Chattopadhyay, M.A., Ph.D
2. Vacant

Political Science :

1. Smt. Gangotri Bhattacharya, M.A.,M. Phil.
2. SriSoumen Ghosh, M.A.,M. Phil.

3. Smt Koyel Basu, M.A.

Philosophy :

1. SriHaripada Rath, M.A.

2. Vacant

3. Sri Asim Das, M.A (Guest Lec.)
4. Smt. Soma Das (Guest Lec.)

History :

1. Sri Nishikanta Mandal, M.A.

Sri Sushendu Biswas, M.A.

Sri Keshab Chandra Ghosh, M.A., M. Phil.
Vacant

Smt Dolon Champa Ghosh, M.A (PTT)

LA L

Geography :

Vacant

Vacant

Sri Kaji Aminul Islam, M.A. (CWTTS)
Sri Asraf Ali M.A. (PTT)

Sri Farakul Islam M.A. (Guest Lec.)
Mou Bhattacharya M.A. (Guest Lec.)
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Economics :

: 8
2.

Sri Krishnendu Palchoudhuri, M.A., M. Phil.
Smt. Nandini Chakraborti, M.A.

Commerce :

1.

Sri Pritimoy Majumder, M.Com

2. Vacant
3.
4. Sanjay Dawn, M. Com (Guest Lec.)

Vacant

Physics :

1.

n B N

Dr. Avik Kumar Sanyal, M.Sc, Ph.D
Dr. Susmita Sanyal, M.Sc, Ph.D

Sri Subhra Debnath, M.Sc

Dr. Sandip Bhattacharya, M.Sc, Ph.D
Vacant

Chemistry :

1.

v kW

Dr. Bikash Kumar Panda, M.Sc, Ph.D

Sri Prasenjit Mistry, M.Sc.

Sri Rajib Joarder, M.Sc.

Dr. Naba Kumar Ghosh, M.Sc, Ph.D

Sri Mrinal Kanti Goswami, M.Sc (Instructor)

Mathematics :

1.
2. Parijat Kusum Nath, M.Sc (Guest Lec.)
3

4. Nakib Sk., M.Sc (Guest Lec.)

Dr. Bidyut Santra, M.Sc, Ph.D (on lien)

Chhoton Bhattacharya, M.Sc (Guest Lec.)

Zoology :

1
2.

Dr. Pradip Kumar Banerjee, M.Sc, Ph.D
Vacant
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3.

Vacant

4. Sri Mosaraf Hossain, M.Sc (Guest Lec.)

5. Smt. Sanjukta Choudhuri, M.Sc (Guest Lec.)
Botany :

1. Vacant

2. Vacant

3. Vacant

4. SriShib Nandan Das, M.Sc (Instructor)

5. Sri Ayan Sarkar M.Sc (Guest Lec.)

6. Smt. Suchanda Chakraborti M.Sc (Guest Lec.)

Environmental Studies :

1.
2.

Smt Debjani Pal, M.Sc (Guest Lec.)
Sri Rizwanul Islam, M.Sc (Guest Lec.)

Library :

1.

Hedayat Hossain, (MLISc.)

NON TEACHING STAFF

Office :

DA WM

Sri Sumit Kumar Chakraborty, B. Com (Accountant)

Sri Kanchan Banerjee, B. Com (Cashier)

Sri Subodh Kumar Das, B.A. (Clerk)

Sri Mrityunjay Singha, B.A. (Typist)

Sri Chiranjib Dutta, O-Level (Casual Computer Technician-cum-Typist)
Sri Bapi Das, Dip. in Comp. (Casual Computer Technician-cum-Typist}

Laboratory :

1.
2.
5

Smt. Jayram Sarder (Chemistry)
Smt Parul Halder (Chemistry)
Sri Naba Kumar Singha (Physics)
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Sri Mohan Kumar Mahato (Physics}
Smt Bandana Das (Botany)

Sri Amar Das (Casual)

Sri Palash Saha {Casual)

S~ i

Library :

1. SriRajendra Nath Banerjee (Library Clerk}

2. Sri Jawharlal Singha

3. SriSoumya Chakraborty (Casual Library Literate Peon)

Hostel :
1. Smt Sephali Bhaskar

2. Sri Raghunath Das
3. SriMantu Sk

4* Grade Office Staff :
1. SriJaydeb Karmakar

Guard :

1. SriSwapan Kumar Das
2. Sri Dipak Roy

3. Sri Paban Das (Casual)

Jamader :
1. Smt Kamala Harijon
2. Sarfaraj Sk (Casual)

Gas/Generator/Pump Operator :
1. Sri Biswajit Das
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JANGIPUR COLLEGE
some essential facts

Estab[ished in 01.08.1950, Jangipur College is a co-educational educational institution.

Itis a West Bengal Government sponsored Grants-in-Aid college with NAAC accreditation
(Cycle 1), B+ Grade. Right from its days of inception, Jangipur College is dedicated to
disseminate quality education to its students. It offers various courses, both Honours
and General, in Arts/Science/Commerce streams. The college, however, lays equal
emphasis on character building for which apart from syllabi oriented class room teaching,
the institution has tried to introduce certain outreach/extension activities from time to
time. The following are some of the outreach/extension activities that are ongoing in
Jangipur College presently (2015-2016):

1.

NSS: Under the able guidance of Sushendu Biswas, Assistant Professor in History,
the college has a NSS unit (boys) which undertakes various outreach activities including
sensitization campaigns and awareness programmes and village surveys. It has made
the college plastic free and has planted medicinal plants to make the environment
eco-friendly.

Equal Opportunity Centre: Headed by Dr. Nandini Chakraborty, Assistant Professor
in Economics, this centre is dedicated to preserve the rights and amenities of the SC
and ST students of the college. It also organizes seminars/workshops/sensitization
campaigns on issues ranging from gender equality to eradication of practices that
sustain the evils of social exclusion.

Entry in Service Cell: Dr. Bimal Chandra Banik, Assistant Professor in Bengali, is in
charge of this cell which guides and provides training to SC/ST/OBC & Minority
students mainly on WBSSC examination. Teachers of the college provides career
counselling to the students and takes classes, provides study materials and conducts
mock-tests to prepare the students for WBSSC examinations.

Remedial Classes: This cell is headed by Dr. Bikash Kumar Panda, Assistant Professor
in Chemistry and this cell imparts education mainly to the weaker students of SC/ST/
OBC & Minority categories. Teachers take extra classes and provide additional study
materials to such students to enhance their comprehension skills and to boost their
competitiveness.

Apart from these facilities, Jangipur College also provides a plethora of amenities to

its students. The college has a canteen, common rooms for both girls and boys, multi-
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gym, indoor and outdoor games facilities, health check-up facilities and an open
stage for cultural activities. The college has a number of internet browsing centers,
fully computerized central library, departmental libraries and well equipped
laboratories. All financial transactions are made on-line including admission and there
are two green generators to provide uninterrupted power supply to the entire college.
There is one smart class room for holding interactive classes and for organizing seminars
and sensitization programmes. Units such as Grievance Redressal Cell, Games and Sports
Sub-committee and Cultural Sub-committee are there too. There is a boys’ hostel and
a shortly up-coming girls’ hostel as well. There are alumni of all the departments. The
college is ragging-free and strictly follows UGC and governmental policies to sustain a
climate of friendliness, tolerance and positive discrimination.
Come, be a part of Jangipur College and make it your second home.
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Youth Parliament Team, State Champion




